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Feral Hogs
The Feral Hog in Texas (PDF 840.2 KB), by Rick Taylor and available in Portable Document Format, is an
informative booklet describing the feral hog and control practices. The table of contents is as follows:
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Feral hogs (Sus scrofa) are an old world species belonging to the family Suidae, and in Texas include European
wild hogs, feral hogs, and European-feral crossbreeds. Feral hogs are domestic hogs that either escaped or
were released for hunting purposes. With each generation, the hog’s domestic characteristics diminish and they
develop the traits needed for survival in the wild.

Introduction
Early Spanish explorers probably were the ퟓ�rst to
introduce hogs in Texas over 300 years ago. As
colonization increased, hog numbers subsequently
increased. They provided an important source of cured
meat and lard for settlers.
During the ퟓ�ght for Texas independence as people 韖�ed
for safety into the United States or Mexico, many hogs
escaped or were released. It was not until the mid
1800s when hostilities between the United States and
Mexico ended that settlers once again began bringing
livestock back into Texas. The livestock included hogs
that ranged freely. Many escaped, contributing to the feral population.
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/
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In the 1930s, European wild hogs, "Russian boars," were ퟓ�rst imported and introduced into Texas by ranchers
and sportsmen for sport hunting. Most of these eventually escaped from game ranches and began free ranging
and breeding with feral hogs. Because of this crossbreeding, there are very few, if any, true European hogs
remaining in Texas.
Feral hogs are unprotected, exotic, non-game animals. Therefore, they may be taken by any means or methods
at any time of year. There are no seasons or bag limits, however a hunting license and landowner permission
are required to hunt them.

Description
Feral hogs may appear basically the same as domestic hogs and will vary in color and coat pattern. A mature
feral hog may reach a shoulder height of 36 inches and weigh from 100 to over 400 pounds. The extreme larger
hogs are generally not far removed from domestication. Males are generally larger than females. European wild
hogs are about the same size; however, their legs and snouts are usually longer and they have a larger head in
proportion to the body. Their body is covered with long, stiff, grizzled colored hairs, long side whiskers, a longer
straighter tail, and a nape on the neck giving the European hog a razorback, sloped appearance. The crossing of
European and feral hogs often produces an offspring with some European characteristics. Feral hogs are more
muscular than domestic hogs, and have very little fat.
Additionally, the hairs of European appearing hogs and their hybrids frequently have multiple split ends. The
young are born a reddish color with black longitudinal stripes. As they mature, the coat color becomes
predominantly dark brown or black.
Hogs have four continuously growing tusks (two on top, two on bottom) and their contact causes a continuous
sharpening of the lower tusks. They have relatively poor eyesight but have keen senses of hearing and smell.

Distribution
Feral hogs are distributed throughout much of Texas,
generally inhabiting the white-tailed deer range, with
the highest population densities occurring in East,
South and Central Texas. North and West Texas have
very low or no populations. However, reports indicate
that populations are beginning to expand and
increase in these areas. There is currently an
estimated population in excess of 1.5 million feral
hogs in Texas.
The increase in population and distribution is due in
part to intentional releases, improved habitat,
increased wildlife management, and improved animal
husbandry such as disease eradication, limited
natural predators, and high reproductive potential.
There seem to be very few inhibiting factors to curtail
this population growth and distribution although extreme arid conditions may impede it.

Reproduction
Feral hogs are capable of breeding at six months of age but eight to ten months is normal, provided there is
good nutrition. Under poor habitat conditions, sows have been known to eat their young. Gestation is around
115 days with an average litter size of four to six, but under good conditions may have ten to twelve young.
While capable of producing two litters per year, research has shown the majority of sows have only one per year.
Young may be born throughout the year with peak production in the early spring. The young are born with a 1:1
male to female sex ratio. Feral hogs generally travel in family groups called sounders, comprised normally of
two sows and their young. Mature boars are usually solitary, only joining a herd to breed.

What do feral hogs eat?
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/
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Feral hogs are omnivorous, meaning they eat both plant
and animal matter. They are very opportunistic feeders
and much of their diet is based on seasonal availability.
Foods include grasses, forbs, roots and tubers, browse,
mast (acorns), fruits, bulbs and mushrooms. Animal
matter includes invertebrates (insects, snails,
earthworms, etc.), reptiles, amphibians, and carrion
(dead animals), as well as live mammals and birds if
given the opportunity. Feral hogs are especially fond of
acorns and domestic agricultural crops such as corn,
milo, rice, wheat, soybeans, peanuts, potatoes,
watermelons and cantaloupe. Feral hogs feed primarily
at night and during twilight hours, but will also feed
during daylight in cold or wet weather.

Where do feral hogs live?
Feral hogs are found in a variety of habitats from moist pine forests in East Texas to the brush country of South
Texas. They prefer bottomlands such as rivers, creeks, and drainages when available. Hogs are generally found
in dense vegetation cover often associated with water, but also do well in drought prone environments. During
hot weather, feral hogs enjoy wallowing in wet, muddy areas and are never far from dense protective cover. They
will concentrate in areas of food availability, especially where there are nut producing trees or agricultural crops.
Their home range is based mainly on food availability and cover. It is usually less than 5,000 acres, but can
range up to 70,000 acres. In general, boars have a larger home range and will also travel greater distances.

Will they harm livestock or wildlife?
Feral hogs compete directly with livestock as well as game and nongame wildlife species for food. However, the
main damage caused to livestock and wildlife is indirect destruction of habitat and agriculture commodities.
Rooting and trampling activity for food can damage agricultural crops, ퟓ�elds, and livestock feeding and watering
facilities. Often wildlife feeders are damaged or destroyed. They also destabilize wetland areas, springs, creeks
and tanks by excessive rooting and wallowing. In addition to habitat destruction and alteration, hogs can destroy
forestry plantings and damage trees. While not active predators, wild hogs may prey on fawns, young lambs,
and kid goats. If the opportunity arises, they may also destroy and consume eggs of ground nesting birds, such
as turkeys and quail.

How long do hogs live?
The average life expectancy, under good conditions, in a wild hog population is about four to ퟓ�ve years; however,
they may live up to eight years.

What about feral hog mortality?
Mortality in feral hog populations is greatest in the young less than three months of age, mainly due to accident,
starvation and predation. Adult mortality is largely due to hunting, parasites, disease and tooth deterioration.
Predation by mountain lions, coyotes and bobcats is only a minor limiting factor.

Do feral hogs carry disease?
In general, diseases from wild hogs do not pose a signiퟓ�cant threat to humans; however, some diseases can be
transmitted to livestock and wildlife. It is important to keep all livestock vaccinated, especially where large feral
hog populations are concentrated.
Various diseases of wild hogs include pseudorabies, swine brucellosis, tuberculosis, bubonic plague, tularemia,
hog cholera, foot and mouth disease, and anthrax. Internal parasites include kidney worms, stomach worms,
round worms and whipworms. Liver 韖�ukes and trichinosis are also found in hogs. External parasites include dog
ticks, 韖�eas and hog lice.

What is pseudorabies and swine brucellosis?
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/
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What is pseudorabies and swine brucellosis?
Pseudorabies, also known as "mad itch" is a swine herpes virus that may affect the respiratory, nervous and
reproductive systems. Despite its name, it is not a rabies type disease but derives its name from the symptoms
similar to a rabid animal. It is transmitted primarily through breeding but may also to be transmitted through
respiratory secretions of the infected animal. Infected adult swine typically develop 韖�u-like symptoms whereas
young pigs can have severe respiratory and digestive symptoms and ultimately die. Pseudorabies poses no
threat to humans but may be fatal to domestic livestock and pets.
Swine Brucellosis is an infectious, bacterial, reproductive disease that can cause miscarriage, low conception
rates, and other problems. It is transmittable to humans, known as undulant fever, and causes 韖�u-like symptoms
such as fever, chills, aches and pains. It is treatable with speciퟓ�c antibiotics.

How do I keep from contracting diseases?
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department recommends all hunters use disposable plastic or rubber gloves when
ퟓ�eld dressing or cleaning wild swine. Bury or burn the gloves and entrails and then wash your hands with soap
and hot water. And ퟓ�nally, make sure the meat is thoroughly cooked.

Is the meat good to eat?
Yes, meat from feral hogs is extremely tasty and much leaner than penraised pork. The meat from older boars
may be tougher and rank tasting if not prepared adequately. As with all pork, care should be taken and the meat
well cooked. Otherwise, it should be prepared just like market hogs. The slower the meat is cooked, the more
tender and tasty it becomes.

What is the difference between a hog and a javelina?

Although somewhat similar in appearance and habits, feral hogs and javelinas are not related. While feral hogs
are indeed true pigs, javelinas belong to a totally separate family of mammals. Javelinas are smaller, have an
unnoticeable tail, only one dew claw on the hind foot, a scent gland near the base of the tail, a grizzled-grayish
coat with a white band of hair around the shoulder or "collar," and are more social or herd-like animals. Although
feral hogs and javelinas inhabit the same range in South and Central Texas, they are not compatible.

What is a hog shield that I hear about?
Feral hogs are equipped with a tough shoulder hide, which is made of a tough scar tissue. This is formed
through continuous ퟓ�ghting and it hardens as the animal ages and survives more ퟓ�ghts.

What are feral hog signs?
Because feral hogs are largely nocturnal, the visible signs they leave behind are often all there is to indicate their
presence. These signs include wallowing, rooting, rubs, crossings, trails and scat (droppings). Wallows are
found in muddy areas and are made where hogs root and roll in the mud. They do this to cool off and also the
mud protects their skin from the sun and insects. Rubs are then made when hogs scratch or rub themselves on
tree trunks, telephone poles, fence posts, and rocks leaving a noticeable sign with mud and hair often left
clinging. The height of the rub often indicates the size of the hog.
Rooting is easily recognized because it looks as if the soil has been plowed. Most often rooting takes place over
a large area. Some rooting holes can be as much as three feet deep, which possibly could cause vehicle
damage. A hog track is similar to a deer track except the toes are more rounded and wider in comparison to
length. Hog hair is easily distinguished from other mammals and may be found at fence crossings and rubs.
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/
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Scat appears very much like that of a small calf, being dropped in several small piles, which is very distinct from
deer pellets or predator cord-like droppings.

Are feral hogs dangerous?
All wild animals have the potential of being dangerous, especially when wounded or cornered. In a natural state,
feral hogs will prefer to run and escape danger, and are not considered dangerous. Extreme caution should be
maintained when tracking wounded animals, trapping animals or encountering females with young. Their razor
sharp tusks combined with their lightning speed can cause serious injury.

How do I hunt feral hogs?
Although feral hogs are not classiퟓ�ed as game animals, a hunting license is required to hunt them. Feral hogs
are very intelligent and considered to be challenging quarry. Many hunters consider the long tusks and mean
appearance a genuine trophy, in addition to the quality of meat. They also provide a great off-season challenge
and opportunities to hone hunting skills and spend time in the ퟓ�eld.
There are many hunting techniques used, including stand hunting over a baited area, quite often incidental to
white-tailed deer hunting. Stalking or still hunting over baited areas and areas indicating recent hog activity, such
as wallows, are commonly used techniques. Corn or milo, often soaked in water and allowed to sour and then
buried underground is good bait.
Night hunting with a spotlight is often used; however, the local game warden must be notiퟓ�ed beforehand.
(There are certain laws which prohibit using artiퟓ�cial light where deer are known to range.) Hunting with welltrained dogs is another hunting method utilized and can be very exciting. Because the feral hog has such a
tough hide the best ri韖�e calibers to use should be a .243 or greater to prevent wounding and loss of the animal.
Bowhunting, muzzleloading, and handguns are also popular among sportsmen to hunt feral hogs.

Additional control methods?
Trapping is a common method utilized by sportsmen and landowners. Live trapping enables the individual to
harvest the animal, fatten it up, or sell it. It also allows numerous individuals to be caught at once without an
active participant. Several types and designs of live traps can be utilized. The most common design is a 4 foot
by 8 foot heavy duty cage with a spring door, root door (see diagram, p. 19), or drop door. Snares can also be
used effectively when placed under fences in travelways that surround active areas; however nontarget animals
may also be captured. In some areas of Texas, aerial gunning from a helicopter is an efퟓ�cient technique. There
are currently no birth control, toxicants or repellents registered for the control of feral hogs.

Can I wipe out a hog population through hunting or trapping?
The feral hog has managed to survive, adapt, and increase their numbers despite attempts at population
control. While it is possible to keep the population in check with continuous control, it is highly unlikely to
eradicate a hog population within an established range.

Should I stock feral hogs?
No, feral hogs are proliퟓ�c breeders and can cause considerable damage. They can destroy habitat, and compete
directly or indirectly with all other species of wildlife. While many hunters might like hogs as part of the lease,
the adverse effects often counter any potential economic incentives. TPWD considers feral hogs nuisance
animals and does not support the introduction of feral hogs. Feral hogs are considered an under-utilized
resource on many Texas ranges.
The Texas Animal Health Commission has enacted regulations requiring all feral hogs in Texas to be tested and
certiퟓ�ed to be disease free before being released into the wild for whatever purposes. They may however, be
legally transported to slaughter or livestock sale for slaughter. If stocking is desired, only castrated males
(barrows) should be considered. Because they cannot reproduce, they will grow larger, fatter and often produce
larger tusks.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/
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How to Build a Better Hog Trap
by: Jeffrey Parrish and Rick Taylor
Trapping is a popular technique for controlling feral hog populations and obtaining good meat. Hog traps that
have been used by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to assist in the collection of hogs for study and
research are the spring door and root door traps. They are considered "live" traps because no harm is done to
the animal once trapped inside. This trap is lightweight for easy transportation and placement, yet strong
enough to prevent even the stoutest hog from escaping.
The advantage of "Spring door (side-hinged)" and "Root door (hinged on top)" traps enables more than one hog
to be trapped at a time. It is not uncommon for as many as ten hogs to be caught simultaneously. The ퟓ�rst hog
caught may act as a lure to trap additional hogs. The design of the door prevents the captured hogs from exiting
the way they entered.

To Set The Trap
Before setting the trap, scout the area and try to locate fresh hog signs. Pre-baiting of an area at least a week in
advance will help in getting the hogs to return to the area in which the trap is to be set. Set the trap on 韖�at
ground and wire the door open. Bait the inside of the trap, leaving a small trail of bait through the door to the
outside of the trap to lure the hog inside. It helps to leave bait outside the trap to get the hog comfortable with
feeding in and around the trap.
Leave the door wired open for several days so the hogs will get used to entering the trap for the bait. After it is
apparent that hogs have been entering the trap, set the door open by placing a prop (stick, piece of wood, etc.)
between the door and trap side or ground if a root door. Tie a piece of rope to the prop, stringing the rope loosely
through the top of the cage, and let the remainder of the rope hang down into the cage. At this end of the rope, a
bucket of soured corn or other type bait can be tied to complete the trap set.
As the hog enters the cage and starts feeding out of the bucket, the attached rope will pull the prop from
between the spring door and the door jamb causing the trap door to close (if the hog hadn’t already knocked the
prop loose). A trapped hog may entice additional hogs to enter by pushing through the closed spring or root
door.

Tips
In some cases deer and other wildlife have been trapped inside hog traps. In the event you capture an unwanted
guest, follow these steps for a safe release.
As quickly and quietly as possible approach the trap and secure the trap door fully open and leave
immediately. A captured animal can in韖�ict injury to itself out of fright and confusion trying to escape. After
the unwanted animal has left, return to the trap and reset it.
Try to keep dogs and human activity from near the trap or the trap site. A hog has an acute sense of smell
and if it notices unfamiliar scents an unsuccessful trap may result.
Hogs feed mostly at night, so it is best to check the trap ퟓ�rst thing each morning. A trap left unattended for
a day or two may result in ퟓ�nding a dead hog in your trap.
Be careful when handling the cage with trapped hogs inside. A captured hog is a dangerous animal and
can attack you through the panel wire.
Prebaiting is extremely important. Remember to prebait with generous amounts of bait on a daily basis
and give the hogs several days of entering and exiting the trap prior to setting it. The length of prebaiting
time allowed increases success. Be patient and consistent and good luck.

Hog Trap Speciퟓ�cations
Materials: Frame: 3/8" or 1/4" steel rod or rebar.
Mesh: 4" Cattle Panel - galvanized.
Heavy duty galvanized spring for swing door.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/
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Weld all parts of frame to ensure strength and durability. After frame is constructed, tack weld cattle panels to
frame on all sides, including bottom, to prevent hog from digging out. Take care not to leave any pointed ends of
the cut panel sticking out.
Construct spring or root door separately and install so that opening in front operates as illustrated. The doors
should be mounted on one side of the front panel and need to be at least 20-24" wide and 18-24" tall. For the
spring doors, place a full length of 1/4" rod just inside the side of the trap side to act as a stop (as illustrated).
Take care to measure accurately during construction so that spring door when closed will hit trap side stop.
Using a heavy-duty spring available at most hardware stores), place one end on the spring door and one end to
the front of the cage at the top. Cut the spring to ퟓ�t so that it allows the spring door to slam shut securely. Do
not use excessive tension on the spring that may prevent smaller hogs from entering. For root doors, the ground
acts as the doorstop. The root door is hinged from the top and should be longer than the opening so it hits the
ground inside the trap at about a 60- degree angle. A heavy piece of angle iron should be used as the bottom of
the root door to make sure it stays on the ground but not too heavy to prevent smaller pigs from lifting it with
their snout. An angled piece of panel should be placed on the inside side to cover the hole that is left from the
angled door while the side of the trap covers the other hole.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/
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A hunting license is required of any person, regardless of age, who hunts any animal, bird,

Youth Hunting License
frog or turtle in this state (except furbearers, if the hunter possesses a trapper's license). No
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorlicense is required for nuisance fur-bearing animals
annual/licenses/hunting-licenses[http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/huntwild/hunt/fur_bearing/nuisance/] , depredating
and-permits#section-1]
hogs or coyotes (see below). Non-residents under 17 years of age may purchase and hunt

with the Youth Hunting License (Type 169).
Resident Licenses
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorPurchase a hunting license »
annual/licenses/hunting-licenses[http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/business/licenses/online_sales/]
and-permits#section-2]

Non-resident Licenses
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorExceptions
annual/licenses/hunting-licensesand-permits#section-11]
A hunting license is not required to hunt the following:
Hunting Lease License
Coyotes, if the coyotes are attacking, about to attack or have recently attacked
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-livestock, domestic animals or fowl.
annual/licenses/hunting-licensesDepredating feral hogs, if a landowner (resident or non-resident) or landowner's agent
and-permits#section-19]
or lessee is taking feral hogs causing depredation on the landowner's land.

Permits, Certiꆉ�cations & Stamps
Fur-bearing animals, if the hunter possesses a trapper's license or if the fur-bearing
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-animals are causing depredation.
annual/licenses/hunting-licensesand-permits#section-20]
Note: All laws and regulations governing hunter education requirements
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/hunting/hunter-education] still apply.
Hunter Education
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/hunting-licensesand-permits#section-29]
Youth Hunting License
Type 169: $7
Valid for any person, resident or non-resident, under 17 years of age at the date of license
purchase. Exempt from state hunting endorsement requirements, except for Reptile and
Amphibian Endorsement. State endorsement exemptions remain valid for the entire license
year.

Resident Licenses
Resident Hunting
Type 101: $25
Valid to hunt any legal bird or animal (terrestrial vertebrates). Endorsement requirements
apply. Required of any resident [http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/purchase-requirements] unless the resident possesses a valid:
Senior Resident Hunting License;
http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/huntinglicensesandpermits
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Youth Hunting License;
Super Combo or Resident Combination Hunting and Fishing License Package;
Lifetime Resident Hunting License;
Disabled Veteran Super Combo Hunting and Fishing License Package;
Lifetime Resident Combination Hunting and Fishing License; or
Texas Resident Active Duty Military Hunting Package
Texas Resident Active Duty Military Super Combo Hunting and Fishing License
Package.

Senior Resident Hunting
Type 102: $7
Valid only for residents 65 years of age and older. Valid to hunt any legal bird or animal.
Endorsement requirements apply.

Youth Hunting License
Type 169: $7
Valid for any person, resident or non-resident, under 17 years of age at the date of license
purchase. Exempt from state hunting endorsement requirements, except for Reptile and
Amphibian Endorsement. State endorsement exemptions remain valid for the entire license
year.

Resident Trapper's
Type 106: $19
Required for all persons to hunt, shoot or take for sale those species classiꆉ�ed as furbearing animals or their pelts. (See Nongame and Other Species
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/ꆉ�sh_hunt/hunt/nongame/#fur] and Fur-Bearing Animal
Regulations [http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/hunting/fur-bearinganimal-regulations] for more information.)

Super Combo Hunting and All-Water Fishing Package
For residents who hunt and ꆉ�sh freshwater and/or salt water, the “Super Combo” package
can save purchasers up to $18. It includes the following at a discount price:
a Resident Hunting License,
a Resident Fishing License
and all 5 state endorsements (archery, freshwater ꆉ�shing, saltwater ꆉ�shing with a red
drum tag, upland game bird and migratory game bird).
The Federal Duck Stamp is not included.
“Super Combo” License Package (Type 111): $68
Senior “Super Combo” License Package (Type 117): $32 (for age 65 and over)

Disabled Veteran “Super Combo” (Type 502): FREE
Available to a resident or non-resident qualifying as a disabled veteran. Disabled veteran
means a veteran with a service-connected disability, as deꆉ�ned by the Veterans
Administration, consisting of the loss of the use of a foot or leg or a disability rating of 50%
or more, and who is receiving compensation from the U.S. for the disability. Ofꆉ�cial proof of
disability (issued by the V.A.) must be shown when applying for this license and must state
http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/huntinglicensesandpermits
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the rate of disability. Includes all ꆉ�ve state endorsements (archery, freshwater ꆉ�shing,
migratory game bird, saltwater ꆉ�shing with a red drum tag, and upland game bird). The
Federal Duck Stamp is not included.

Texas Resident Active Duty Military “Super Combo” (Type 510): FREE
Available to any Texas resident on active duty in the U.S. Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force,
Coast Guard, Reserves or National or State Guard. Proof of residency for this license is:
military service record(s) indicating that the person’s home of record is in Texas or that the
person’s duty station for the six months immediately prior to the time of application is in
Texas.

Texas Resident Active Duty Military Hunting Package (Type 512): FREE
Available to any Texas resident on active duty in the U.S. Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force,
Coast Guard, Reserves or National or State Guard. This package includes a resident hunting
license and 3 state endorsements (archery, upland game bird and migratory game bird).
NOTE: The Federal Duck Stamp is NOT included. Proof of residency for this license is:
military service record(s) indicating that the person’s home of record is in Texas or that the
person’s duty station for the six months immediately prior to the time of application is in
Texas.

Combo License Package
The “Combo” packages include:
a Resident Hunting License,
a Resident Fishing License
and either the saltwater endorsement (with a red drum tag), freshwater endorsement
or both, depending on the speciꆉ�c package purchased.
Resident Combination Hunting and Freshwater Fishing (Type 503): $50
Resident Combination Hunting and Saltwater Fishing (Type 504): $55
Resident Combination Hunting and All-Water Fishing (Type 505): $60
Senior Resident Combination Hunting and Freshwater Fishing (Type 506): $16 (for age 65
and over)
Senior Resident Combination Hunting and Saltwater Fishing (Type 507): $21
Senior Resident Combination Hunting and All-Water Fishing (Type 508): $26
Residents who purchase “Combo” packages speciꆉ�c to either salt or freshwater ꆉ�shing may
upgrade to the All-Water package through the purchase of the endorsement not included in
the initial license package purchased.

Lifetime Licenses
Lifetime License Information
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdforms/media/pwd_0552a_a0900_lifetime_license_information.pdf]
Residents may buy hunting and ꆉ�shing licenses valid for the lifetime of the license holder.
The holder of a lifetime license is exempt from all state endorsement requirements except
the Reptile and Amphibian endorsement; however, the red drum license tag and federal
duck stamp requirements still apply. Not valid for commercial trapping.
Beginning August 15th of each license year, existing lifetime license holders may
obtain current year tags immediately, at no fee, at any one of our license agents
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/business/licenses/license_agents/index.phtml] located across the
http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/huntinglicensesandpermits
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state. A Request for Lifetime License Tags
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdforms/media/pwd_0761_a0900_request_lifetime_license_tags.pdf]
may also be printed.
Applications for lifetime licenses may be obtained:
in person from TPWD Law Enforcement ofꆉ�ces

by printing the Application for Texas Resident Lifetime License
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdforms/media/pwd_0552_a0900_application_texas_resident_lifetime_l
or by calling (800) 792-1112 (4820).
Lifetime licenses are only available for sale from the TPWD Austin Headquarters and TPWD
Law Enforcement Ofꆉ�ces.
Lifetime Resident Combination Hunting and Fishing (Type 980): $1,800
Lifetime Resident Hunting (Type 981): $1,000
Lifetime Resident Fishing (Type 982): $1,000
Upgrade from Lifetime Resident Hunting to Combination Hunting and Fishing (Type 983): $800
Upgrade from Lifetime Resident Fishing to Combination Hunting and Fishing (Type
984): $800

Lifetime License Drawing
Enter to win a Lifetime Super Combo license in TPWD's Lifetime License Drawing
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/business/licenses/lifetime_licenses/drawing.phtml]

Non-resident Licenses
Non-resident General Hunting
Type 105: $315
Valid to hunt any legal bird or animal (including deer). Endorsement requirements apply.

Non-resident Spring Turkey
Type 118: $126 – Available after February 1st
Valid to hunt turkey only during the open spring turkey season. Holders of this license are
exempt from the upland game bird endorsement requirements. (Unlawful to possess both
this license and a valid Non-Resident General Hunting License.)

Non-resident Special Hunting
Type 107: $132
Valid to hunt:
Exotic animals [http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/hunting/nongameand-other-species] ,
all legal game birds (NOT VALID FOR TURKEY),
all nongame animals, squirrel, javelina and alligator (not valid for other game animals,
NOT VALID FOR DEER).
Endorsement requirements apply.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/huntinglicensesandpermits
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Non-resident 5-Day Special Hunting
Type 157: $48
Legal for any period of 5 consecutive days (valid hunting dates will be printed on the license
when issued). Valid to hunt:
exotic animals [http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/hunting/nongameand-other-species] ,
all legal game birds (except turkeys),
all nongame animals, squirrel, javelina and alligator (not valid for other game animals,
NOT VALID FOR DEER).
Endorsement requirements apply.

Non-resident Banded Bird Hunting
Type 120: $27
Valid only to hunt banded game birds (bobwhite quail, partridge, pheasant, mallard ducks)
on private bird hunting areas. Upland and Migratory Game Bird endorsement requirements
apply.

Non-resident Trapper's
Type 115: $315
Required for all persons to hunt, shoot or take for sale those species classiꆉ�ed as furbearing animals or their pelts. (See Nongame and Other Species
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/ꆉ�sh_hunt/hunt/nongame/#fur] and Fur-Bearing Animal
Regulations [http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/hunting/fur-bearinganimal-regulations] for more information.)

Disabled Veteran Super Combo Hunting and All-Water Fishing
Package
(Type 502): FREE
Available to a resident or non-resident qualifying as a disabled veteran. Disabled veteran
means a veteran with a service-connected disability, as deꆉ�ned by the Veterans
Administration, consisting of the loss of the use of a foot or leg or a disability rating of 50%
or more, and who is receiving compensation from the U.S. for the disability. Ofꆉ�cial proof of
disability (issued by the V.A.) must be shown when applying for this license and must state
the rate of disability. Includes all ꆉ�ve state endorsements (archery, freshwater ꆉ�shing,
migratory game bird, saltwater ꆉ�shing with a red drum tag, and upland game bird). The
Federal Duck Stamp is not included.

Hunting Lease License
Type 132 (small: 1 - 499 acres) $79
Type 133 (medium: 500 - 999 acres) $147
Type 134 (large: 1,000 acres or more) $252
Required of a landowner or landowner's agent who leases hunting rights to another person
on property they own or control for pay or other consideration. The license must be
displayed on the property. NOTE: Hunting lease license record book no longer required.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/huntinglicensesandpermits
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Permits, Certiꆉ�cations & Stamps
Federal Sandhill Crane Hunting Permit
Type 590: FREE
This permit is required to hunt sandhill cranes. The permit can be obtained:
in person ONLY at TPWD Law Enforcement ofꆉ�ces
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/licenses/where-to-getlicenses/where-to-get-licenses] and TPWD headquarters in Austin
by phone at (800) 792-1112, #4820 or (512) 389-4820, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday
online [http://tpwd.texas.gov/business/licenses/online_sales/] any time - a $5
administrative fee will be charged for online orders.
For phone and online orders, a transaction receipt will be issued in lieu of a permit.
Permittees should keep a record of hunting activities because 26% of crane hunters are
chosen for a federal harvest survey.

Harvest Information Program (HIP) Certiꆉ�cation
Type 137: FREE
This certiꆉ�cation is required to hunt any migratory game bird.

Experimental Pronghorn Antelope Permit
Cost: FREE
This permit is required to hunt buck pronghorn [http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/2013-2014/animals/pronghorn] antelope on certain properties.
Special Note: Except for the Reptile and Amphibian Stamp (see below), state stamp
endorsements are not required for anyone under 17 years of age (resident or non-resident),
holders of Lifetime Resident Combination or Lifetime Resident Hunting licenses. The youth
hunting license and state stamp exemptions remain valid for the entire license year.

Archery Endorsement
Type 135: $7
Required to hunt deer or turkey during an Archery-Only open season. Required to hunt deer
at any time in Collin, Dallas, Grayson or Rockwall counties.

Texas Migratory Game Bird Endorsement
Type 168: $7
Required to hunt any migratory game bird (waterfowl, coot, rail, gallinule, snipe, dove,
sandhill crane and woodcock). A valid Federal Duck Stamp and HIP Certiꆉ�cation are also
required of waterfowl hunters 16 years of age or older. A free Federal Sandhill Crane
Hunting Permit is required to hunt sandhill cranes. The permit is available:
in person only at TPWD Law Enforcement ofꆉ�ces,
online [http://tpwd.texas.gov/licenses/online_sales] ,
http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/huntinglicensesandpermits
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or by phone: (800) 792-1112.

Upland Game Bird Endorsement
Type 167: $7
Required to hunt turkey, pheasant, quail or chachalaca. Non-residents who purchase the
Non-resident Spring Turkey License are exempt from this endorsement requirement. May
not be used to hunt turkey with a Non-resident Special Hunting License (Type 107) or a
Non-resident 5-Day Special Hunting License (Type 157).

Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp (Duck
Stamp)
Cost: $25, plus fulꆉ�llment fee.
Required for all waterfowl hunters 16 years of age or older; available at most U.S. Post
Ofꆉ�ces, TPWD Law Enforcement ofꆉ�ces, Austin headquarters and all license retail sales
locations. The stamp must be signed on its face by the person using it. A valid hunting
license, HIP Certiꆉ�cation and a valid Texas Migratory Game Bird Endorsement are also
required.

Reptile and Amphibian Endorsement
Type 178: $10
Required for any person to capture indigenous reptiles or amphibians on the shoulder of a
public road or any unpaved area of a public right of way. Holders of lifetime licenses and
persons under 17 years of age are not exempt from this endorsement.

Hunter Education
Course Cost: $15*
Hunter Education Deferral (Type 135): $10
Every hunter (including out-of-state hunters) born on or after September 2, 1971, must
successfully complete a Hunter Education Training Course.
Proof of certiꆉ�cation or deferral is required to be on your person while hunting.
Minimum age of certiꆉ�cation is 9 years.
Single-day in-person course cost is $15.
Persons 17 years of age and older have the option of taking the course in person or
online.
*The cost of an approved online course varies by provider.
Call (800) 792-1112 or visit the TPWD Hunter Education webpage
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/education/hunter-education] for information about various
course options.
If you were born on or after Sept. 2, 1971, and you are
under 9 years of age, you must be accompanied.*
age 9 through 16, you must successfully complete a hunter education course or be
accompanied.*
age 17 and over, you must successfully complete a hunter education course; or
purchase a “Hunter Education Deferral” and be accompanied.*

http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/huntinglicensesandpermits
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Hunter Education Deferral (Type 135): $10
Allows a person 17 years of age or older who has not completed a hunter education
program to defer
completion for up to one year. A deferral may only be obtained once and is only valid until
the end of the
current license year. A person who has been convicted or has received deferred adjudication
for violation of
the mandatory hunter education requirement is prohibited from applying for a deferral.
* "Accompanied" means: By a person (resident or non-resident) who is at least 17, who is
licensed to hunt in Texas, who has passed hunter education or is exempt (born before Sept.
2, 1971), and within normal voice control.
Note: Certiꆉ�cation is not required to purchase a hunting license.
Bowhunter Education: Certiꆉ�cation is required on the Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge,
Pottsboro.
Note: Bowhunter education does not substitute for Hunter Education certiꆉ�cation.
For course information, please consult TPWD Hunter Education
[http://tpwd.texas.gov/education/hunter-education] or call toll-free (800) 792-1112 (menu
6) or call (512) 389-4999.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoorannual/licenses/huntinglicensesandpermits
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Gummy Bears may be solution to killing wild hogs
OVERTIME OUTDOORS | BY DON SHOOPMAN Sep 7, 2014

As many problems as feral hogs cause landowners, especially on prime hunting lands both private and public, hunting clubs and others might
be interested in ongoing research to kill them.
That and other issues with wild hogs were discussed recently at a natural resource symposium in Baton Rouge. That day, Aug. 29, was devoted
to spotlight what was called “Louisiana’s feral hog invasion.” When wild pigs invade an area, deer, squirrels, turkeys and other game animals
leave and soon “all you’ll have is pigs,” Chad Conville, Miami Corp. manager, said. The holding company he oversees has 240,000 acres of
coastal marsh.
LSU AgCenter animal science researcher Glen Gentry shared an update on the work he’s doing with sodium nitrite as a toxicant for controlling
feral hogs. He is testing different ៝�avors that attract pigs, which is proving to be more difៈ�cult than ៈ�rst anticipated, according to a news
release from the LSU AgCenter.

“What we are ៈ�nding is that pigs are attracted to certain ៝�avors, such as strawberry, which they seem to like. However, the grain-based bait has
some problems,” Gentry said.
When sodium nitrate is added to the mix, consumption tends to drop off, he said.
Sodium nitrite is effective in taking the oyxgen from a pig’s blood through the formation of methernoglin. The process makes them drowsy, lie
down and die, Gentry said.
At the right level, this happens in most animals, but deer and some other animals are less sensitive to the chemical.
“All mammals, including humans, have an enzyme that is able to change methemogloin, which cannont bind oxygen back to hemoglobin. But
pigs don’t have as much of this enzyme, so it takes less sodium to overload their system,” Gentry said.
The goal is to kill 90 percent of the wild pigs. So far, Gentry is at 68 percent.
His study is focusing on three issues: the effective lethal dose of sodium nitrite, an effective delivery medium and an effective and selective
delivery system. Laws and regulations say that the poisons must be publicly acceptable and produces a humane death.
“Sodium nitrite is basically a food preservative and is also used as an antidote for cyanide poisoning. When using sodium nitrite, the animal
suffocates from the inside out,” he said.
So what is his solution to ៈ�nding a ៝�avor that will attract feral hogs?

http://www.iberianet.com/opinion/columnists/gummybearsmaybesolutiontokillingwildhogs/article_b104fc7a364d11e4b5e20019bb2963f4.html
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“We are looking at semi-solid bait forms developed by LSU AgCenter researcher Zhijun Liu in the School of Renewable Resources. I like using
Gummy Bears as a way to hide the salty and bitter taste of sodium nitrite,” he said.
Good riddance to the wild hogs. Hope it is viable sometime in the near future.

DON SHOOPMAN is outdoors editor of The Daily Iberian.

Welcome to the discussion.
Please Note:
Comments are not veriៈ�ed for accuracy, nor are the identities of users veriៈ�ed, so consider this as you weigh statements or opinions offered.
Comments will not be posted if they don't show a reasonable attempt to follow basic rules of grammar and punctuation. Text message type abbreviations should
be avoided.
Comments should be civil. You can say someone's ideas are stupid but not say another poster is stupid.
Comments are reviewed prior to posting by the editors of The Daily Iberian. If you have questions, email news@daily-iberian.com.
Set up a user name and permanent commenting screen name or post a comment using the guest feature For either you will be asked to provide an email address
but note, there is no veriៈ�cation.

http://www.iberianet.com/opinion/columnists/gummybearsmaybesolutiontokillingwildhogs/article_b104fc7a364d11e4b5e20019bb2963f4.html

2/2

